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Recently at the Embassy

Ambassador Returns to Debrecen to Promote U.S. Companies, Women's
Empowerment

On February 14, Ambassador Foley was in Debrecen for the of-
ficial opening of a new facility at National Instruments and to
visit SEI Hungary. She discussed opportunities for travel and
education in the United States with students at the American
Corner and visited the medical center at the University of
Debrecen. On February 15, she joined Dr. Klara Dobrev, Ms.
Gyongyi Porkoladb and Australian Ambassador Clare Birgin at a
Procter&Gamble-sponsored conference on "Women and Career
in the 21st Century" hosted by the University of Debrecen.

Deputy Chief of Mission Unveils John von Neumann Bust

On February 8, Deputy Chief of Mission Philip T. Reeker attended the un-
veiling of a memorial bust of Hungarian-American mathematician and
scientist John von Neumann at the Budapest Polytechnic College.

Mr. Reeker cited some of von Neumann’s key contributions to the world
and how the American scientific community has honored his memory.

Ambassador Foley Delivers Speech at the Harvard Club

On January 31, Ambassador Foley delivered a foreign policy speech to I[ARVARD cCLUB
the Harvard Club and Friends of the Harvard Club. Ambassador Foley em-
phasized the broader context of the U.S.-Europe and U.S.-Hungary rela- i
tionships and their partnerships in Eastern Europe, Central Asia and the B | ' T
Middle East. She responded to questions ranging from the President's
strategy on Iraq, climate change, and U.S. visa policy to global percep-
tions of the United States and its policies. Remarks»
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Deputy Chief of Mission Opens Dream Cars Exhibit

Deputy Chief of Mission Philip T. Reeker opened the "Dream Cars Ex-
hibit", a permanent display of a private collection of 50 vintage vehicles
from the 50’s through the 70’s located in a Budapest shopping mall on
February 2. In his opening remarks, Mr. Reeker called upon Hungarians
to join efforts underscored in President Bush’s State of the Union address
to reduce automobile emissions by 20% and to collaborate in the search
for cleaner and more diversified sources of energy. Exhibity

Ambassador Helps Recoghize Community Action in Szeged

In support of Hungary's Foundation for Healthy Communities, Ambassa-
dor Foley joined Dr. Klara Dobrev at a January 30 ceremony in Szeged to
award communities, encompassing 21 small villages, that received small
grants from the Foundation for various projects, such as building play-
grounds, funding swimming classes for children, and upgrading public
spaces to encourage people to get outdoors and exercise. Ambassador
Foley also visited the Taban Primary School and met with young women
participating in a Junior Achievement Hungary program.

Microsoft Senior Vice President Brad Smith Visits Hungary

On January 23, Ambassador Foley introduced Economy Minister Janos
Kdéka to Brad Smith, Senior Vice President and General Counsel for Micro-
soft. Mr. Smith was in Budapest to help announce the company's
US$500,000 grant to the Nonprofit Information and Training Center
Foundation, and to explore possible future investment plans.




State Department Official Lectures on Latin-America

On February 13, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Western
Hemisphere Affairs Charles S. Shapiro held a public talk on U.S.-Latin
American relations at the Central European University (CEU). Mr. Shapiro
talked about the challenges Latin American countries have to face as well
as U.S. efforts to help them. He noted that the U.S. hoped for a democ-
ratic transition in Cuba and underlined how Hungary could help with that.
Morep

Cultural Diplomacy Award to the Princeton University Symphony Orchestra

Ambassador Foley presented "The Ambassador's Award for Cultural
Diplomacy" to the Orchestra that gave a very successful concert in the
Liszt Ferenc Academy of Music on January 30. The Award was estab-
lished in 2007 to recognize achievements in building cultural connec-
tions between Hungary and the United States. Orchestra web sitep

New Scholarship Program of the Hungarian-American Enterprise Fund

Beginning in 2007, HAESF will be awarding scholarships for the pursuit of undergraduate
university studies in the United States. With the support of the one-year University Aca-
demic Scholarship, Hungarian university students will have the opportunity to spend two
semesters at Indiana University, Bloomington. Morep

U.S. Law School Team Participates in Moot Court Competition in Pécs

The Boston College Law School's team participated in the European Law Moot Court
Competition (ELMCC) Regional Final at the University of Pécs between February 15-18.
ELMCC is a traditional moot - i.e. simulated - court competition, in which teams of students
prepare written pleadings with respect to a problem of European law and present their
arguments in oral proceedings before the Court of Justice. ELMCC Pécs web siteb

Looking Ahead

Taking Your Questions on Visas

U.S. Consul General Thomas Ramsey will answer questions in Hungarian dur-
ing a webchat on "Visas to the U.S. and other consular issues" on March 6,
2007 between 2 p.m. — 4 p.m. You may send questions in advance beginning March 1,
2007 to http://forum.usembassy.hu or join us live on March 6 at that site for a chat!

Webchats

Celebrating Black History Month: Strengthening Civil Society Through Ethical
Leadership with Walter Earl Fluker on February 22; and The Role of the Media in
Combating Corruption with Nathaniel Heller on February 27. Webchats»
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IRC Newsletter: Defense Issues, NATO, Response to Terrorism

In the News... from Washington

President Bush Discusses Progress in Afghanistan, Global War on Terror (02/15)
"In today's Afghanistan, people are free to speak their minds, they're free to begin to real-
ize dreams. In today's Afghanistan there's a NATO Alliance is taking the lead to help pro-
vide security for the people of Afghanistan. In today's Afghanistan, the terrorists who once
oppressed the Afghan people and threatened our country are being captured and killed by
NATO forces and soldiers and police of a free Afghanistan.” More»

White House photo
by David Bohrer

Americans Celebrate Black History Month
During the month of February, the contributions of African Americans to the nation are
traditionally celebrated throughout the United States. Black History Monthp»
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